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TENNESSEE’S OPIOID EPIDEMIC
KEY POLICY MILESTONES AND MEASURES OF PROGRESS
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THE SUPPLY OF PRESCRIPTION OPIOIDS

THE OUTCOMES OF OPIATE MISUSE & ADDICTION

POLICY 
MILESTONES

Publication of the 
TN Prescription for 
Success

Finalization of TN’s 
opioid prescriber 
guidelines

Passage of the TN 
Prescription Safety 
Act of 2012

Beginning of 
targeted regulation 
of pain management 
clinics

Passage of the TN 
Prescription Safety Act 
of 2016

+$1.3M for recovery 
courts

Passage of the 
Safe Harbor Act 
of 2013

TN House Opioid 
Task Force

+$6M for safety net 
treatment services

672

n/a*

936
1,031

total morphine 
milligram equivalents 
prescribed (TDOH)

total number of 
opioid prescriptions
(TDOH)

-12%

opioid-related emergency dept
visits (per 100,000) (AHRQ)

opioid- and heroin- related 
hospitalizations (per 100,000)
(AHRQ)

neonatal 
abstinence 
syndrome cases 
(TDOH) *2012 data 
were unavailable

all opioid overdose 
deaths (including 
heroin & methadone) 
(CDC)

PROGRESS SINCE THE 2012 PEAKPRESCRIPTION OPIOID MISUSE

264K 272K
238K

213K

Tennesseans ages 12+ reporting 
non-medical use of prescription 
pain relievers over the past year 
(SAMHSA)

-22%

-22%

+72%

+72%

+57%

+44%
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